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Dear Customer:
ITW and ITW divisions have always had a commitment to adhere to all applicable environmental
regulations. There have been international initiatives to eliminate potentially hazardous materials
from electrical and electronic products.
The European Union has initiated legislation: Directive 2002/95/EC of the European Parliament on
the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment. This
is also known as Restriction on Hazardous Substances (RoHS).This legislation requires that after
July 1, 2006, newly marketed electrical and electronic equipment shall not contain any lead, mercury,
cadmium, hexavalent chromium, polybromide biphenyl (PBB) or polybromide diphenyl ether (PBDE).
Products manufactured by ITW Pancon do not contain mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium,
PBB's, or PBDE's. To satisfy customer requirements in the past, we have been using lead as an
alloying element, in some product lines, in the tin-lead plating for connector contacts and pins. Our
intent is to remove the lead as an alloying element. However, there may be trace levels of heavy
metals remaining in the plating and plastic materials, which are not intentionally added, but are
naturally occurring contaminants. These will be below the limits of 100 PPM for cadmium and 1000
PPM for lead in accordance with EoL directive (2000/53/EC).
Our customers have indicated to us that they also wish to comply with the international directives. We
are assisting our customers in compliance by beginning to offer products that are lead-free and
products that will work properly in the higher temperature lead-free soldering processes.
Our conversion process will occur in two steps:
1. The first step will be to convert existing Latcon® and Hicon® PCB product lines to a matte finish, leadfree, tin over nickel plating beginning in third quarter 2004 as a running change. That is, there will be
no part number changes. Package labeling will indicate if the product is lead-free. There may be
cases where lead-free and leaded products may appear together in shipments until existing
inventories are used up.
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2. The second step will be to offer the same product lines with new housings made from materials
capable of withstanding the higher temperatures of lead-free reflow soldering. Select parts for lead
free wave soldering may need to be revised as well. These new products will have new part
numbers and be supplied with the matte finish, pure tin over nickel plating. These new parts may
also include non-standard pin length variations to accommodate customers who use pin through
paste processes.
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We have specified and tested new plastic materials for the bulk of our Latcon and Hicon PCB
products and have sent out some samples for review and comment. These parts are lead-free
process capable. We will be able to begin offering these products starting in fourth quarter of 2004.
Our Mascon® product line has always been lead-free with bright tin over nickel plating. Potential
changes for this line are being reviewed with our customers and no specific timetable for changes is
proposed at this time.
The changes to lead-free plating may require pricing changes but we will try to minimize the customer
impact. The new part numbers for lead-free process capable parts will require modest price
increases, at least initially.
In industries where exemptions are allowed, for customers who require tin-lead plating based on
application needs, we will continue to offer tin-lead plating on a non-standard basis.
Customers should contact their Pancon Sales Representative or Pancon Customer Service person to
discuss the availability and pricing for the part numbers they require.

260404/ROK

For more information please contact:
In the US

In Europe

J.A.Turek
Chief Engineer

Robert Külls
Application Engineer

ITW Pancon
309 E. Crossroads Parkway
Bolingbrook, IL 60440
Tel.: (630) 972-6400
Fax: (630) 972-8904
Email: turek@itwpancon.com
Website: http://www.itwpancon.com

Pancon GmbH
Siemenstrasse 7
D-61267 Neu-Anspach
Tel.: +49-6081-964-250
Fax: +49-6081-964-201
Email: Robert.Kuells@pancon.de
Website: http://www.pancon.de
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